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15th Commemoration 

September 11, 2016, was commemorated as a 

milestone anniversary by our community. 

Combined with falling on a Sunday, well over 200 

of us from near and far attended the various events 

in Boston. We gathered as always for the Wreath 

Laying, Reading of the Names, Commemoration 

Observation, and the Family Reception at the Taj 

hotel. Again this year, we held a Closing 

Ceremony. 

The sky was gray and the air damp, but the rain 

held off as Teresa, Michelle and Joseph Mathai 

laid the customary wreath with Mayor Walsh at the 

Garden of Remembrance 9/11 Memorial in the 

Boston Public Garden. Mayor Walsh spoke briefly. In recognition of the 

milestone, Candy Altman, MA 9/11 Fund Board Member Emerita, delivered the 

remarks reprinted on page 3. Candy was instrumental in transforming our 

memorial from vision into reality, for which our community will always be 

grateful. 

The Reading of the Names ceremony was moved to the House Chambers in 

anticipation of rain, and rain it did! 

The Commemoration 

Observation was intimate 

as always despite overflow 

attendance and the 

lengthier than usual 

program. Peg Ogonowski 

Hatch spoke for all of us as 

Emcee. Eric MacLeish, MA 

9/11 Founder and Board 

Member Emeritus and 

Marty Meehan, former 

Representative for the 5th 

Congressional District, 

remembered their 

experiences supporting 

families in the days and months following the tragedy. Faith Arter, MA 9/11 Fund 

President, recognized the outstanding contribution of Teresa Mathai, who now 

lives in California but remains a steadfast member of the Family Advisory 

Committee. 
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The video montage was further enhanced this year. You can view it by clicking 

on the link on the Annual Commemoration page (http://www.massfund.org/

annual-commemoration-2/) of the MA 9/11 Fund website. 

Special attendees throughout the morning included Governor Charlie Baker, 

Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito, House Speaker Robert DeLeo, other state 

dignitaries, and Mayor Marty Walsh. We thank them all for their ongoing 

involvement with the community. 

The reception program included a 

special presentation to Teresa 

Mathai and another call for 

participation by family members in 

the evolving 9/11 Education 

Program which is covered in a 

separate article on page 6.The 

documentary developed in support 

of the Education Program was 

available for viewing in a separate 

room from the luncheon. 

Following the reception, family members were invited to return to the 9/11 

Memorial for the Closing Ceremony. Karin Charles welcomed back Father 

John Connolly and Superintendent-in-Chief of the Boston Police Department 

William Gross, who both offered heartfelt prayers and uplifting messages of 

hope and endurance. As bagpipers played, we laid white roses on the 

memorial. Many then chose to mill around and chat or reflect on the day, 

taking the opportunity to gently wind down from the intensity of remembering 

loved ones. 

2016 Madeline Amy Sweeney Award 

The Madeline Amy Sweeney Award for 

Civilian Bravery was created in February 

2002 in honor of Amy Sweeney, an 

American Airlines flight attendant who 

died on September 11, 2001. The award 

is presented annually on September 11, 

to citizens of the Commonwealth who 

have displayed extraordinary courage, 

bravery, and heroism without regard for 

personal safety in an effort to save the life 

of another. 

While George Heath was dining with his wife Rosemary at Bertucciôs in 

Taunton on May 10, 2016, a man wielding a knife entered the restaurant and 

began stabbing patrons and employees. In an act of extraordinary bravery and 

with complete disregard for his own safety, Mr. Heath grabbed the crazed 

murderer, shielding a pregnant woman from the knife-wielding, out-of-control 

man after he stabbed her. Mr. Heath gave his own life to save her and her 

unborn child from being brutally murdered. The award was presented 

posthumously to George Heath. 
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  15th Anniversary Commemoration 
Candy Altmanôs Remarks 

 
ñThe heart of Boston is in these magnificent gardens.ò Those were the words of the late Senator Edward 

Kennedy in September 2002, as we all stood here to announce the building of a permanent Memorial to the 

Massachusetts victims of September 11th. Our beloved Mayor Tom Menino said on that day ñthe Public 

Garden is one of the most beautiful parts of our cityò...and he said, it was so fitting that this be a place of peace 

and remembrance for the families for years to come. How pleased they would both be today that we are 

standing here, acknowledging that their vision has endured. That this spot, built with the love and tears of the 

Massachusetts 9/11 families, would bring peace and reflection to multiple generations. Reflection for family 

members and their friends, still pained by the terrible loss of that day, with no graves to visit. But also to 

thousands of people visiting the Public Garden. People who can read and touch the names of those lost, who 

can reflect quietly in a place of beauty with a shared sense of community. 

The Friends of the Public Garden put their trust in you, the families...in designer Vic Walker and Parks 

Department leader Bernie Lynch...in city leaders like the late Justine Liff and Mayor Menino to create 

something enduring...something meaningful and respectful. 

When we dedicated this sacred space in 2004, Poet Laureate Robert Homer joined us. The inscription from his 

poem on this space reminds us why it was so important to honor your loved ones in a place that inspires love 

and beauty. 

ñTime touches all more gently here, 

here, where man has said, No: 

trees and grass, and flowers will remain; 

where the first-born sometimes sees 

his fatherôs fatherôs eyes 

reflected in the shallow pool; 

feels an ancient heart beat 

in the palm of his hand 

pressed against a willow; 

and seeking comfort, seeking shade 

lies beneath the golden leaf elm 

watching swanboats glide in season.ò 

I hope as we reflect on this 15th anniversary, that this 

space has been that place for you, and that it remains      

so for generations to come. Senator Kennedy knew the  

power of this space and said in 2002,  

ñThey will forever be remembered because as long as 

there is a Boston, there will be the Public Garden.ò 
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